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VIBRANT MATTER I'N T HE PQ.CIFIC NORTH WEST

On its way to the Pacific, the Columbia River cuts through the volcanic Cascade
Range and spans a large desert. Its basin, inhabited for more than 15,000 years, at-
tracted Euro-American settlersinthe mid 19th century. Ever since, mighty Douglas
firs and Ponderosa pine trees travel downstream as raw material, first for the Gold
Rush building boom, then for global trade. Once the largest saimon producing river
in the worid, the Columbia today drives hydroelectric power plants, its waters cool
nuclear reactors and data centers. During the seminar week, we will drive and
wander along the Columbia River and past voilcanoes, cross a desert and the Cas-
cade Mountains, bathe in hot springs and make a bonfire. We will meet and travel
with artists, architects, film makers and activists. We will hear tales of production
and resettiement, of successful engineering, lost habitats and natural restaura-
tion, of extraction and spirituality, of railways, fish ladders and dark fiber, of saw
miills, fungi and dynamic meditation, of tribal history and globalization. Along the
way, we will study and practice photography (with Tobias Wootton).
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